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THE CITY HAS ONE, 
THAT'S FOR SURE. 
A BIG WHITE ONE, 
COVERING (7- 


ZOOA PAINTING 
ONCE, 


LW 
+3. CELESTIAL IN 


MY MNO ANDO 
» HEART THAN THE 





iS : 
e 
THIS MIGHT (5 
ONE FOR 
BLANKET: 
| 5 








iy 
‘ 


FAINTING 1S, WONDER 
WHY Z setts SHED 


I} 2 WONDER WHERE THAT 
1% TO! 


ANDO A FIRE. ANO A COFFEE WITH 
SOMETHING IN (T TO WARQ THE NIGHTTIME 
CHILL. COFFEE AS INVENTED BY GOD 
ANDO THE IRISH. JUST THE THING, 
SSE 
HAVE SOMETHING TO READ, 
LL, TONIGHT'S ONE FOR & 
IO OIMMEO LAMP LIGH 


EXCEPT I CAN'T BELIEVE 
IM REAOING VAT IM 


, 
CEES Poe We THE SHADES 
f fe 
Moe CE renee GES, 
BUT I SAID 
Zwouo... 
NO A 
PROMISE IS 
A PROMISE. 





sega 
I HAO MATEO HIM AT FIRST, 
YEARS. HIS OPINIONATED WAYS, HS. 
GRANO SENSE OF SELF HIS 
PREOCCUPATION WITH 
AESTHETICS. 


AND THEN ONE DAY IT CAME TOME 
THAT PERHAPS. THE REASON TZ O/s- 
LIKED OSCAR SO WAS THAT HE 
REMINOEO ME OF ANYSELF. 


THE WIND 1s" SOY ANO SULT 
ANO THE SUN 1S A BRIGHT, BOLD 
THING THis OA 


STREET, HERE IN 
AMERICA. 


steeers JES A 

UALL 

IM GLAD YOU'RE y 
IMPRESSED. 
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I DIDN'T SAY I WAS THEY WERE MINERS ANDO THE ABSINTHE 
IMPRESSED. MERELY TOO, WHO'DMADE THEIR’ ? TOBE PURCHASED 
BEMUSER FORTUNES. THEY USED. HERE. THERE 
THEIR MONEY TO CREATE REALLY ISNO 
THEIR OWNLITTLE PIECE DRINK TO, 
WHEN BURNLEY OF HOME. THE WORD COMPARE. 
ELLSWORTH FOUNDED GOT OUT AND ENOUGH 
FRENCH EMIGRANTS 
FRIENDS TO JOIN HIM. CAME HERE THAT 
THERE WAS A FRENCH THESE STREETS 
FAMILY. THE BENOITS, 


I SUPPOSE 
ITHAS IT WOULD. 
ITS FLAWS 


NOR STATE OF 
PRUNKENNESS, I 
MIGHT ADD. THE 
THREE LEVELS 
OF ABSINTHE 
INTOXICATION. 


ANO WHATOF THIS TRIP WILL HELP 
AMERICA? MY WRITING. I KNOW THAT. 
THERE 1S NOTHING TO 
COMPARE WITH A NEWLOCALE 
‘OH THERE'S FOR CLEANSING THE THOUGH 
MUCH TO ADMIRE. CREATIVE PALETTE. AND WU WOULD 
UNFORTUNATELY, AMERICA INSPIRES ME Beane 
UPON CLOSER 100. I LOOK AT THIS INSPIRING. 
EXAMINATION I LAND AND I IMMEDIATELY 4 
FIND EVERYTHING KNOW I MUST WRITE 
ADMIRABLE HAS ABOUT ANYTHING 
BEEN /MPORTED BUT. 
FROM EUROPE, 





DIDN'T YOU ONCE 


SAY YOU WERE THE \ | 


BASIS FOR ONE 
OF DICKENS'S 
CHARACTERS? 


ABILITIES. 


HE DID INTRODUCE 
ME TO ANDERSEN 
THOUGH. IT WAS AT 
CHARLES'S GRAVES- 
HEAD HOME. 1857. 
AFTER I'D BECOME... 


raat wae 
i'VE BECOME, 


AND WHEN YOU 
WERE TRANSFORMED 
\. HE WITNESSED 
THAT? 


I MUST SAY 

IT'S NOT ATIME I CARE 
TO REMEMBER, BUT YES 
HE WAS THERE. WHEN I 
GOTMY POWERS. HE 
NEVER WROTE OF IT, 

BUT FROM THEN ON, 
THE TONE OF HIS NOVELS 
CHANGED. JUST ENOUGH 
THAT I NOTICED. THEY 
BECAME DARKER. 


IKNEW CHARLES 

FOR A WHILE, CERTAINLY. 

Ear ates 
IME, THOUGH. 

BY THE END, HIS 

PERSONALITY... HE WAS 

A VASTLY DIFFERENT 

MAN FROM THE ONE 

I BEFRIENDED 

THOSE YEARS 

PRIOR. 


HE USED ME AS THE 
INSPIRATION FOR 
ONE OF HIS CHIL- 
DREN'S TALES. IT 
WAS PRETTY GRIM 
AS I RECALL. NOT 
ONE I'D TELLTOA 
CHILD, BUT THEN... 
HANS ALWAYS WAS 
A STRANGE 
FELLOW. 


WELL TELL ME, 
AT LEAST. WHO 


WHO'S LIVED LONG. I'VE 1S THIS PER-- 


OFTEN THOUGHT OF USING 
HIM FOR THE BASIS OF 
ASTORY, BUT I'M NOT AS 
YET SURE WHAT KIND OF 
ATALE THAT WOULD BE. 
OR ULTIMATELY, IFT. 
CARE ENOUGH ABOUT 
ITTO DWELL SOLONG 
CREATIVELY INSO 
DARK APART OF MY, 
IMAGINATION. 


SIRS, PLEASE... 
PLEASE FORGIVE 
MY INTERRUPTION. 





mR.  MYNAME IS JASON MAYVILLE. 
BLACK? /1 KNOW YOUR COLLEAGUE HERE 
1S THE VISITING CELEBRITY 


YOU'VE BEEN KNOWN 
TO INTERCEDE. WHEN 


PEOPLE HAVE PROBLEMS. 
AND EVERYTHING, BUT IT'S YOU-- 
YOU I SEEK. !M TOLD 
YOU'RE FOR HIRE. 


PROBLEMS. INDEEO. 
THAT WOULD BUT FOR THE 
DEPEND IN WHAT RIGHT PRICE, 
CAPACITY. WHICH IN TURN, 
TENDS To BE 
HIGH. 


I HAVE 
MONEY. RATHER 
ALOT OF IT. AND 

IHAVEA 

PROBLEM. 


OSCAR. EXCUSE 
ME A MOMENT, 
WHILE I SPEAK 
WITH THIS 

LAD. 


HAVE YOU HEARD MORE THAN CARNIVAL 
OF THE WePPER TROUPE? \| ACTS, SURELY. BUT 
THEY'VE BEEN WITH THAT SAME.. 
PERFORMING AT THE /| GAUDY... UNSETTLING... 
THEATRE De MOTT, I DON'T KNOW QUITE 
NOT ue FROM 





WELL THEN WHY 
EVEN TRY? LET'S SKIP 
OVER YOUR SELECTION 
OF ADJECTIVES, UNLESS, 
11'S VITAL TO 

YOUR TALE. 


STILL ENJOY 
THE VIEW. 


CABARET OF 
CURIOSITIES, SO 
I'VE BEEN TOLO_AI 


WELL, SHE'S ALSO QUITE, QUITE JESMERIST. LUNE. 
ENAMORED WITH THE STAGE. Tecomee tron iA 


PROBLEM? i HE COMES FROM AN AREA QUT- 
WE WENT TO SEE THE PEPPER | | SIDE OF PARIS. MY SISTER IS 
MY SISTER IS TROUPE. I FOUND IT AMUSING. | | UTTERLY BESOTTED WITH THE 
YOUNG. SHE LITTLE MORE, BUT MY SISTER... MAN, AND HE HAS DONE 
WELL, SHE BECAME LITTLE TO DISSUADE THIS 
THE WORLO ANO AFFECTION. 
ITS EVILS THE 
WAY I 00. 


REALLY, YOU 
SAGE OLD THING?, 





WHAT |S THE 


CONTINUE. 


DOE Taos are SHE'S 

IX OR SEVEN SHOWS. 

AND IT WAS ONLY AFTER THE FEELING 

REPEATED QUESTIONINGS 

THAT SHE REVEALED THE. 
WHY OF IT. 





MR. BLACK, LUNE ISINHIS \Y~ I KNOW THIS LUNE TO BE 
EARLY FORTIES, MY SISTER NOTHING MORE THAN A FOR 
IS SIXTEEN. IF THE FEELINGS TUNE HUNTER. HE'S BEEN USING 
ARE MUTUAL, THEY HIG MESMERIZING POWERS 
SHOULDN'T BE. ON MY SISTER, DRAWING 
HER TO HIM, 


WE ARE NOT WITH- 


MY SISTER TELLS ME THAT. 
SHE INTENDS TOSIGN OVER 
HER HALF OF THIS MONEY TO 
LUNE. I COULD HAVE MY 
SISTER INSTITUTIONALIZED 
AND TREATED. SHE'D ATLEAST 
BE AWAY UNTIL THE PEPPER 
TROUPE HAVE MOVED 
ON. I COULD HAVE 


OUT MEANS, MYSISTER \HER DECLARED 


AND I.OUR PARENTS 


INFIT TO MANAGE 


DIED AYEAR AGOAND |} HER ASSETS AND 
WE CAME INTO A 
CONSIDERABLE 
FORT! 


WHY SHOULD THIS 
LUNE FELLOW, AND 
HIS GREEDY DESIRES, 

CAUSE ME SUCH 

DRASTIC ACTION? 


OH, NO, NOTHING 
SO EXTREME. JUST 
AWAY. AWAY FROM 
OPAL CITY. AWAY 
FROM MY SISTER 
CERTAINLY. 


ONE CHANCE, BOY. THINK FAST. 
AGREE AND YOUR PROBLEM 


= 
YALL RIGHT. 


IAM A MAN OF 
MY WORD. 


ATTEND TO THINGS| 
MYSELF FORA 
WHILE BUT-- 


THE PRICE I ASK FOR THIS 
WILL BE MODERATE... \N TERMS 
OF MONEY. BUTI MAY HAVE 
A SECONDARY PRICE FROM 
YOU AND YOUR SISTER. YOU'LL 
HAVE TO AGREE TO THIS NO) 
ON YOUR WORD, WITHOUT 
KNOWING WHAT I'LL ASK 
FOR. DON'T WORRY, 
YOU'LL BOTH WALK 
AWAY FROM THE 
BARGAIN THE 
BETTER FOR IT. 


S50 AM I. MY BOY. 
PERHAPS LITTLE IF 
NOTHING MORE... 





"BUT IAM A 
MAN OF MY WORD.” 


THEATRE DE MOTT '5 ANOTHER 
LEGACY OF THE FARISIANS. A 
GAUOY SITE. BUT 17's BEEN MY 


2 FELT OUT OF PLACE. 


NOT THAT THIS HAS. 

EVER STOPPED ME 

GOING ANYWHERE, 
Pr 


THE PERFORMANCE 
WAS... 


GARISH DARE LT 
SAY. GAUDY AFFAIR. 


SWORD SVUALLOWERS AND 
FREAKS AND GIRLS 1M NEXT 
TO NOTHING ANDO PERFORM- 


ID ACRO- 
BATS AND CONTORTIONISTS 
AND IM GETTING A HEAO- 
ACHE JUST RECALLING 
THE List 


SOME L1KEO_THE SHOW, 
SOME LEFT BEFORE 
CURTAINS CLOSE, ZI WAS 
BOREO BY IT 


AND IRRITATED, TOO, BY THE 
ABSENCE OF LUNE, THAT 
NIGHT, HE WAS NOT ON 
THE Bil, 


IRRITATED, YES; BUT 
INTRIGUED, ALSO. 


AT SHOW'S ENO, I SLIPPED 
INTO THE SHADOWS, ANDO THEN 
WITHIN THOSE SHADOWS... 





7 a 
LA \ 
Pe 
BR TT] ky 
wy < 
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ANNETTE 
MAYVILLE. 
OH. 
YOU'RE 


SPINELESS 
BROTHER OF 
HERS. 


THAT. Nal MEAN 
IO GOOD. 


WAS 
CHANGING 

METHING 
SORE, 


WHAT /3* 





ANNETTE, THE DOL 


EVEN /& THE GIRL 
DION'T ACT LIKE SHE 





YOU OION'T 
PEREORM 
TONIGHT 





sO 
COULD HER 
BROTHER, WHY 
DION'T HE? WHY 
DON'T You? 


FUNOS WITH ME, T'LL 
LONGER HAVE NEED. 





TO f 
Q, SETTLE MY OWN £ 
\ PROBLEMS. 





[_eveRySKEs 
| THis FELLOW NEEDS 


SEEING TO. 


I SHOULD " 
MENTION THAT 
IM SPLITTING A 
PORTION OF THE 


I'M 
SHIVERING 
WITH 
FEAR. 











OHHH ELE 
ME 












YOU WANT 
ME. OO 


YOQug Ia & 
a 


ALL RIGHT! 
ALL RIGHTS 
IF NOT... WOT- 

HOT LEAD..THEN 


OLD STI . 
THAT... THAT-- 
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) /, ERHING, 1 See 
IT AS THE WAWNILLES 
GETING A BARGAIN, 


IF LUNE HAO MADE OFE 
WITH THE SISTER'S 
ENTIRE HALF. 


ANO 
DINNER, ANG 
WHATEVER 
ENTERTAINMENT 
THE EVENING 


A PARTICULAR 
ROSE, ON A PARTICULAR 
BUSH, ON A PARTICULAR 
PIECE OF LAND 
OWNED BN 
WAYVILE, HE OWNS 
NOT A SMALL PART 











THAT TALE 
YOU WERE GOING 


LONGED 
LIFE. YOU WEVER 
pip RELATE. 
~ 1. y, 


THERE'S A PAGE TORN 
FROM THE SHADE'S 
JOURNAL, THIS PASSAGE | 
OF WRITING ENDS, 


DIDN'T 37 
WELL, THATS 
iSILY 


EAS 
REMEDIED. 





DY=y-[elant-]amaclele 


“THIS 1S WHAT 
SOME 
LOOKS LIKE” .- ie 





we 


